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A Study on the Incense Culture Depicted in Yan Jidao’s Xiaoshan Ci
ZHENG Jing-jing

(School of Liberal Arts, Anhui University, Hefei, Anhui 230039 ,China)

Abstract: The traditional Chinese incense culture flourished during the Song Dynasty. Various spices
were imported in large quantities,and activities such as making incense,giving incense,and appreciating in-
cense became an integral part of scholars’ lives. The poems in Yan Jidao’s Xiaoshan Ci that involve incense
burning are rich in content. They convey boredom by depicting the burning of incense and the application of
perfume by women,or by burning incense throughout the day. Alternatively,they convey beautiful expecta-
tions through heavily perfumed embroidered quilts. The recurring images of residual old incense and previ-
ous fragrances break through the limitations of time and space,triggering the poet’s reflections on the past
and present and lamentations about his life’s circumstances,as the lingering scent strikes his heart.
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